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Check it out! The CSO Website has a new look!
Join and/or renew your membership online!

July 20th
At 6:30 p.m.
Conference call

1-888-585-9008
Conference room:
911-884-288#

August 17th
6:30 p.m.

The StephenFosterCSO.org website is in the process of being
rebuilt and updated! You will be able to access information about
the park, events, gift shop and other ongoing activities of the
CSO. As a CSO member, you have access to the Member’s Only
section of the website where you can access meeting minutes,
treasurer's reports and other pertinent information about the CSO.
Log in (upper right corner) with the email address you used for
your membership. Choose forgot password to set a password.
Those with Family Memberships can add an additional email for
notifications and access by editing your account! If you have any
questions or need help accessing the Member’s Only portion
please contact Elaine or Andrea at the park. (386) 397-2733.

www.FloridaStateParks.org

www.StephenFosterCSO.org
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CSO BOARD NEWS

Thank you so much to the 2018-2020 Board of Directors!
The past two years have been busy and we greatly appreciate all the hard work and
milestones you have helped us to achieve. A few highlights of your great work are the
continuation of the Carillon Tower Restoration Project, the Partnership (PIP) Grant, Save
Our Bells Fundraising/Concerts. The new community partners, local businesses, and
sponsors you have introduced to the park will have a lasting impact. Transitioning to a
membership based management system that has the added value of a new CSO website
will be invaluable for growing the CSO membership and for promoting park information
and activities. The funding you've provided to produce park events, and the support and
recognition you have given to the park staff is cherished. Thank you all for your hard work
and dedication to the Park.
We would like to express our gratitude to the Stephen Foster CSO retiring board members.
Jerry Lawrence Bullard has been a board member on several occasions and during his
term as President has devoted much of his efforts to the tower restoration project. He was
instrumental in organizing and cooking for a membership drive and tower project fundraising
dance at the Florida Folk Festival and has been one of the main coordinators of the Tower
fundraising concerts that started last fall.
Dennis Price has dedicated many years to serving on the CSO Board and even more
years volunteering to coordinate major fundraising projects for the CSO and volunteering
to work at events. He builds really great marshmallow roasting fires.
Although they won't be board members this next term, we suspect we'll still see them
around continuing their long support of the park and the CSO.
Welcome to your new and returning Board Members for the 2020-2022 term of office.
Shauna Adams has served on the Board for a number of years and has been instrumental
in helping to develop a volunteer program with Hamilton County School youth service
clubs that have been assisting with the Festival of Lights for the past two years.
Muna Hammer is new to the board and has been a frequent visitor at the park through her
involvement with the Suwannee Bicycle Association.
Mike Williams has been a long term member of the CSO and a supporter of the park.
He is a native of Hamilton County and was instrumental in starting the Florida Folk Festival
Legends and Legacies program.
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M ANAGER ’ S M ESSAGE
My heartfelt thanks to everyone that responded to this incident.
My staff, here at the park, never cease to amaze me.
The professionalism and the teamwork from all the agencies
really showcased just how wonderful our community is.
On Sunday, June 14, 2020, multiple agencies came together to help
locate a missing child at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park.
While camping at the park, the Long family, had been walking on the trails
near the campground area when one of the children became separated
from the group, Keaston Long, a 13 -year-old child with autism.
His mother searched for close to an hour and then contacted 911 and
park staff to help find her son.
Multiple local agencies converged quickly, and all worked together to
search for Keaston, who was found unharmed near the trail intersection of
River Road Trail and Cable Crossing. Keaston was soon reunited with his
mother and they returned to enjoying their weekend camping trip.
We are all very grateful for the quick response, wonderful teamwork, and
professionalism from all the agencies represented. We would like to send
a huge thank you to all of you.

Thank you!
White Springs Police
Hamilton County Sheriff Deputies
White Springs Fire Rescue
Hamilton County EMS
Hamilton County DOC K9 Unit
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC)
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park Staff
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The Stephen Foster Team has been hard at work in the campground!
From pulling vines, clearing trees and ditches, removing fences, cleaning and
clearing the campsites, replacing bathhouse exhaust fans, repairing power
pedestals, leaky faucets and hose bibs too! Great job and awesome team
work! Thank you Gary, Kevin, Pete, Andrew, and Jeff for making the
campground look so great for our campers!
Her smile says it all! After using a much
smaller, 15 inch computer monitor for years,
Mrs. Diane has received a new, larger monitor
and keyboard. This makes her life much easier
with less eye strain! Thank you for all that you
do Mrs. Diane!
Ranger

Jessica

has

been

busy

organizing, inventorying, and preparing
JR Ranger materials for when programs
start again. Visitors can check out an
observation kit at the Ranger Station to
help them complete tasks to become a
JR R ANGER!
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Azalea Garden Restoration
The Azalea Garden has been one of our Park Service
Specialists/Volunteer Coordinators, Peter Shanks, pet
projects for a number of years. He is extremely
passionate about restoring the area to it’s original state.
He has searched high and low for historical information
about the area but so far has not had a lot of luck, so he
is letting the Garden speak for itself.
Peter, with help from fellow Rangers and a team of
AmeriCorp members, started the week long project with
clearing trees and underbrush, cleaning up the seepage
stream and uncovering some of the stone paths. Rangers Kevin and Flozell
trained the AmeriCorps on the proper and safe operation of the wood
chipper and Ranger Gary assisted with dropping trees and tractor work.
Thank you FLCC/AmeriCorps, Rangers Gary, Kevin, & Flozell! I am extremely
grateful for all your help and hard work!
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT
PATRICIA CROMER,
Museum Guide
In February 2000, Mrs. Patricia Cromer
was asked to fill in temporarily at the
Stephen Foster Museum. At the time
she was working as the Telford Hotel’s
Event Coordinator, she coordinated the
Hotel’s

visiting

tour

groups

and

arranged visits to the park so she knew the park and Museum tours well.
Mrs. Cromer agreed to fill in and history was made!
For twenty years, Mrs. Pat, has been our dedicated Museum and Tower

Guide. She has a heart of gold and has been steadfast in her duty to protect
and interpret the cultural resources at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park.
Her attentiveness and knowledge is demonstrated the moment you walk
through the doors and her passion for educating
visitors can be seen in every tour. She is always
promoting the park and different local areas to

visitors, passing out maps and flyers, enticing
visitors to explore the tri-county area and often
has them making return visits just to see her
again! We are very fortunate to have such a
devoted employee caretaking the Stephen Foster
Memorial Museum and Carillon Tower. Her
dedication shows in every task she undertakes.
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VOLUNTEER SHOUT OUT!
These dedicated volunteers have been working very hard helping
Mrs. Pat at the Museum! Everything from raking leaves, trimming
Azaleas, to pulling weeds and vines. Her team consists of Rick
and Beth Hieber, Doug Krautheim, and David Law. The next time
you’re in the park, stop by and look at the amazing job these
volunteers and Mrs. Pat have done to beautify the Museum
grounds.
Thank you all for your hard work and dedication!

Rick & Beth
Doug

David
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V OLUNTEER S POTLIGHTS
John Norris
Born in Ohio John has always loved the outdoors so it’s not
a real big surprise that as a child he was a Boy Scout and
later became a Scout Master. Canoeing and biking are his
favorite outdoor activities.
However, his favorite indoor activity is everything that has to
do with archiving. You can hear the passion in his voice
when he talks about past volunteer teams that he has
worked with. Boxes, folders, staples, gloves, papers...Oh
My... everything that keeps John coming back to our state
parks volunteering his time.
In the ten years that John has been volunteering his time
with the parks he has now reached 10,000 hours! Thank
you, for your passion for archiving and your time.

Rick Hall
Rick is from Northern Michigan. A housing
contractor of many years and many talents,
like building log cabins! Rick seems to be able
to revive anything in need of repair, even a
cement birdbath broken in half.
He enjoys many different things but he loves racing, from
desert runs to motorcycle ice racing. He enjoys long bow
hunting and loves to cook, his signature dish is a caramel cast
iron apple pie. Yum! He is very proud of his two daughters
that work in the Health field and his two grand boys.
He was looking for something new to do and decided that volunteering with the
park service was what he wanted to do and has been doing so now for 3 years.
He has volunteered at Mike Roess Gold Head, O’Leno State Park, and now is here
with us at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park.
When asked what he liked the most about SFCCSP he replied “the people.”
(We think he is awesome too!) Rick has helped with a ton of different tasks - most
notably, Rick has saved the Gift Shop and Craft Cabins’ by filling, sanding, and
painting 21 windows!
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GIFT SHOP & CRAFT SQUARE HAPPENINGS

When you return to Cousin Thelma Boltin’s Craft and Gift Shop you will
find refreshing changes to the beloved retail venue. The Craft and Gift
Shop Team have been reimagining, rearranging, and reorganizing with
way out results. Wide open floor
spaces invite you to take a leisurely
stroll

through

Previously

before

the

hidden

your

new

displays.

treasures

eyes.

Stay

pop

abreast

of opening dates at Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center State Park and
other

State

Parks

at

https://

www.floridastateparks.org/.
For more info on Craft Square happenings call Kimberly Rivers at 386-397-1920 or visit
www.stephenfostercso.org. The Gift Shop is open 10am-5pm and closed for lunch 1:30- 2:30 p.m. daily
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GIFT SHOP & CRAFT SQUARE HAPPENINGS
A

BIG

THANK

YOU

to our Maintenance Mechanic, Jeff
Niehaus, for elevating a necessity to
the level of art. In answer to Cousin
Thelma Boltin’s Craft and Gift Shop’s
need for a safety screen at the cash
register, Jeff gave focus to every
detail as he crafted an exquisite
shield fit for the classiest customer.
We now have an incredibly attractive
safety shield.
Mask-Making Marvels
June 2020 marked the beginning of the Craft Square’s mask-making
taskforce. Three crafty seamstresses and fabric artists are generously giving
their time and talents to sew masks that will be offered for free to Craft and
Gift Shop customers. Using donated fabrics, volunteers, Chris Jacobs, Marie
Longo, and Judith Oliveras have artfully and lovingly sewn hundreds of
colorful masks. Their diligent production is providing enough masks to
continue the giveaway after the ladies’ 2020 volunteer period is finished.
Farewell to Fine Folks
As June ended, so did the extensive efforts of volunteers Jan Krautheim, and
Rick Hall. Inside the Craft and Gift Shop, Jan was a Jill-of-all-trades
contributing to safety by sanitizing top to bottom, sorting inventory, and
thinking out of the box during the shop’s rejuvenation project.
Meanwhile, Rick was outside delivering excellent and much needed repair
work on 21 windows! He helped us save a lot of time and funding by
volunteering his expertise!
Rick and Jan will be missed at the Craft Square and we hope they enjoy their
next adventures!
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Meet your Volunteer Coordinators...
The staff at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park handles three parks.
SFCCSP, Big Shoals State Park, and Olustee Historic Battlefield State Park.
How do we accomplish that? We have three Volunteer Coordinators!
All 3 of them are great but they all coordinate different volunteer positions so
we’ve created a cheat sheet for your volunteer coordinator contact needs!

Peter Shanks
Park Ser vice Specialist/ Volunteer Coordinator
Pete is the lead Volunteer Coordinator for the parks,
he handles most of the resident volunteers,
campground hosts, maintenance volunteers,
community volunteers, and more!
Peter.Shanks@dep.state.fl.us
(386) 397-2733 or (386) 397- 4418

Jessica Watkins
Park Ranger/ Events Team/ Interpretive Chair
Jessica works mainly with event and specialty
volunteers, (like archivists!) and she assists with
Olustee volunteers. She also works with volunteer
educators and coordinates interpretive programming.
Jessica.Watkins@dep.state.f l.us
(386) 397-7005

Kim Rivers
Park Ranger/ Gift Shop Lead
Kim works with craft cabin demonstrators and
volunteers in the Craft Square.
Kimberly. A.Rivers@dep.state.fl.us
(386) 397-1920

